SUMMARY: Class notes for 8/28/09

Why study mountains?


Resources-water, timber, mineral, tourism


Boundaries-geospatial, geo-biophysical, cultural


Unique Cultures


Biodiversity


Spirituality

What is a mountain?

Subjective criteria: 

1. Impressive

2. Enter into imagination of locals

3. Should have individuality

Ex: Fujiyama, Japan: benign, sacred, symbol of beauty and peace to local population

Ex: Etna, Italy: devil, destructive,

Definition of Mountains:

1. Naturally elevated landforms of high relief (at least 300m, 1000ft.), 

2. Steep slopes 

3. Distinct variations in climate and biological phenomena

Definition of  “high mountains”: 

1. Above local climatic tree line

2. Pleistocene glaciation

3. cryonivial processes

Examples

	Location
	High Mountains
	Middle Mountains

	Germany
	Hochgebinge, ex “alps”
	Mittelgebinge, ex “black forest”

	France
	Haute Montagnes, ex “alps”
	Moyennes montagnes

	Gringos
	High Sierras
	Sierras 


